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The City of Hemet Police
Investigations Division is
comprised of the Hemet
Police Department’s Detective Bureau and the Crime
Suppression Unit. Additionally, the Hemet Police Department partners with allied
agencies to support the
Hemet San Jacinto Valley
Gang Task Force, the Gang
Impact Team, and the Cannabis Regulation Task Force.
In addition to the experienced investigators on these
teams, the Investigations
Division is also supplemented by a four-legged partner,
Police Service Dog (K-9)
River.
City of Hemet Police Detective
Benjamin and K-9 River were
partnered in May of 2018 and
graduated from Adlerhorst
International, Inc. in August of
2018. Detective Benjamin and
K-9 River are currently assigned
to the Gang Impact Team, a
multi-agency, proactive unit
which specializes in gang and
gun violence investigations. K-9

continue to provide an exceptional level of service to our
community and personnel. K-9
Duke is a Belgian Malinois
nearing his 6th birthday on
August 8th.

River is a 2 ½ year-old Belgian
Malinois trained to detect firearms and ammunition. Since
August 2018, K-9 River has 49
finds which includes firearms,
ammunition, or firearm magazines.
In addition to Detective Benjamin and K-9 River, City of
Hemet Police Officer Andrew
Reynoso and his canine partner,
Police Service Dog (K-9) Duke,

City of Hemet Police Officer
Reynoso and K-9 Duke were
partnered in August of 2017
and started patrolling the City
of Hemet streets in September of 2017. Since then, Officer Reynoso and K-9 Duke’s
efforts have resulted in over
634 uses ranging from building
searches, area searches, suspect apprehensions, suspect
surrenders, vehicle searches,
canine demonstrations, and
assisting other local agencies. In
May 2019, K-9 Duke joined the
department’s Special Operations
Unit (commonly referred to as
SWAT) and expanded the Special Operations Unit’s capabilities in serving the City of
Hemet and its citizens. This
included a stringent training
program to incorporate the K-9
into the Special Operations
Unit.

Hemet Police Explorers Partner with American Legion
.
Post 53 with First Ever Youth Fishing Tournament

Page 2

Did you
download
the HPD
app yet?
It’s FREE!

Search for Hemet
Police Department at
Apple App Store
Or
Google Play

Please report graffiti
so it can be removed.
The graffiti removal
hotline is 951-7652309

Hemet Police Department Gets FAT(S )
The Hemet Police Department
recently unveiled their newest
technological training tool,
which is bound to make even
the most hard-core gaming
system obsolete. This new
system is dubbed F.A.T.S.
which stands for Firearms
Training System. The F.A.T.S.
machine is an interactive portable training simulator that allows officers to experience real
life scenarios and requires split
second decisions be made regarding various use of force
options, while in a safe learning
environment. The system can

be tailored to provide specific
sets of training based on the
current needs of the department. Officers utilize modified
firearms and less than lethal
weapons in order to navigate
through everything from
“routine” to critical incident
scenarios. Because the system
is interactive, it responds based
on the officer’s actions. This
allows the officer to utilize
their most effective tools; their
mind & their voice.
The initial system was purchased through a grant, but
department-wide training and
additional equipment will be
made possible through Measure
U funding. Some of the new
equipment will allow the department to create our own
scenarios, utilizing the City of
Hemet as the backdrop. The
Hemet Police Department will

HPD Hands Out Helmets on Bike to
School Day
On Wednesday May 8th, 2019,
The Hemet Police Department
Traffic Division joined the California Office of Traffic Safety
and many other law enforcement agencies in celebrating
“Bike to School Day.”
Bike to School Day began in
May of 2012, in coordination
with national bicycle safety
month. On that day, 49 states
and the District of Columbia
join together to encourage
children to safely bicycle to
school. Hemet Police Motorcycle Officers patrolled near
schools and handed out a dozen bicycle helmets to children
found riding without a helmet.
Most children told officers they
do not own a helmet.
The bicycle helmets were do-

nated earlier this year by the
Hemet Woman’s Club, a local
non-profit charitable organization. The Hemet Police Department has plans for several
more operations throughout
the year to encourage bicycle
safety and provide helmets to
children in need.

be sending a Sergeant to a
Force Options Simulator instructor’s course with the expectation of developing a program that can provide training
to other departments. The
F.A.T.S. program will also be
used in coordination with the
upcoming Citizen’s Academy
and as part of several community events. This will allow
citizens to experience various
scenarios that put them in the
shoes of the officers that keep
their community safe.
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Crisis Intervention Team Resources Help Student Thrive
Over the past few months, the
Crisis Intervention Team
(C.I.T.), responded to a local
Elementary school several
times regarding a student with
extreme behavior issues that
involved violence directed at
other students and teachers.
After several responses to the
school the Crisis Intervention
Team was able to meet with
the student’s mother and provide her with additional resources and guidance on mental health, to help meet her
child’s specific needs. Additionally, other local schools
were recommended that may
be more suitable for the stu-

dent’s particular needs.
Recently C.I.T. was able to
follow up with the student’s
mother and she reported that
she decided to follow their
suggestion of exploring different school options for the student because most of her behavioral and anger outbursts
were occurring at school. The
mother reported that she
placed the student in a new
school and is pleased because
the classrooms are smaller,
they have pets, and they provide transportation. Thus far,
the student has shown marked
improvement with significantly

less outbursts. The student
continues to receive mental
health treatment and her
mother’s impression is that
the student is in a better position to thrive.
The student is still excited and
‘all smiles’ when she sees
C.I.T. She asked for High
Fives and referred to C.I.T. as
her friends. The student told
them: “You guys have always
been there for me and treated
me so nice.” She reported
that she was doing better because she attends a new
school and they have pets.

Hemet Police Welcomes New Volunteers From Class #47
The Hemet Police Department is proud to announce
the graduation of its 47th
Basic Volunteer Academy. On May 15th, twelve (12)
Hemet area residents completed their initial seven
weeks of training. The class
was sworn-in by Chief of Police Rob Webb in front of
approximately 75 family members, friends, and veteran
volunteers at the Simpson
Center in Hemet.
Hemet
Mayor Bonnie Wright attend-

ed the event and praised
Hemet PD Volunteers for
dedicating over 20,000 hours
to the community in
2018. Councilmember Karlee
Meyer was also in attendance.
Additionally, five members of
Volunteer Class #46 were
presented with white HPD
Volunteer uniforms following
their first six months of volunteer service.

The Hemet Police Volunteer
program was started in 1993
under Police Chief Milton ‘Lee’
Evanson (Ret.) and Sergeant
Charles Steadman (Ret.). On
any given day or night, Hemet
Police Volunteers can be seen
assisting citizens at one of
Hemet PD’s four stations,
speaking to civic groups, and
patrolling neighborhoods, shopping centers and parks. They
may also be seen starting
Neighborhood Watch programs, performing traffic control, babysitting lost children,

helping Alzheimer’s patients,
and they have become staples
at events such as The Ramona
Play, Hemet’s Annual Christmas Parade, Harvest Festival,
Veterans Day Celebration, and
more.

Excellence in Service, more than just our motto

Long Needed Repairs Made to Public Safety Radio System

450 E. Latham Ave.
Hemet, CA 92543
Phone: 951-765-2400

Serving our residents since 1910

On May 10th, City Information
Technology Supervisor Scott
Underwood made a long trip to
the North Mountain radio site.
With him was a replacement
microwave radio, needed to get
the site functioning again. For
some months the site had been
non-functional due to a failure of
the microwave radio, which links
the site back to the dispatch
center at the police department.
The equipment in place was old
and no longer supported by the
manufacturer, causing difficulty in

locating a replacement. The city
has five radio receiver sites, of
which North Mountain is the
highest, offering an excellent
view of the valley. Communications with field officers in certain
locations were difficult to understand without this site to help fill
in coverage. A replacement was
eventually obtained and installed
once the road to the site became passable after the last of
the bad winter weather. Even
then, it was a still a slippery, slow
-going trip to the top.

and installed additional gear to
remotely monitor and help diagnose future problems. Officers
were sent to some of the previous trouble spots where they
had experienced difficulty communicating with each other and
with dispatch, and reported the
situation much improved.

Once the replacement was installed, radio tests were conducted with officers in the field
and the improvement was apparent. The dispatchers working
confirmed that transmissions
sounded better. Scott verified all
the components were working,

We’re on the web
www.hemetpolice.com

Hemet PD R.O.C.S Team Joins with Non-Profits for a Fresh Start
. In April 2019, the Hemet
Gatekeepers contacted our
R.O.C.S. Team to see if we
could help a family connect
with their relatives in Colorado.
We told them we would certainly try and to have the family
come see us. The very next
morning, Marian T. came into
the lobby of HPD to meet with
our ROCS Team.
Marian related that she was
born in Hemet and that she and
her family had recently fallen
on hard times. Marian’s family
includes her husband of 11
years, her 10 year old son, and
her husband’s service dog.
They have been homeless in
Hemet for about six months.
Thankfully, Marian had friends
in the area that were allowing
them to stay in their home for a
short time. Marian told us that
she had family in Colorado who
had a home for them and that
she had been able to secure a
job at her cousin’s place of
business. The only thing holding them back from their new

life was a way to get there.
The ROCS Team began researching their situation to ensure they did in fact have support ready and willing to accept
them. We were able to confirm
that they had a welcoming
home and a job waiting for
them. We then reached out to
our partners at the Central
County United Way for assistance. Marian’s case was a
little more difficult as they had
to also secure passage for their
service dog but the United Way
was able to work out the logistics.
Ultimately, four service groups
came together to provide the
funding to unite Marian’s family with their family in Colorado:
Central County United Way:
http://www.ccuw.org/
The Dwelling Place City
Church:
http://
www.dpcitychurch.com/
The Community Pantry: http://
hemetcommunitypantry.org/

Hemet Sunset Rotary:
www.hemetrotary.org/
index.php

http://

This is a great example of what
can happen when people come
together. All of the above
groups are Hemet based nonprofits that help the City in
many ways. If you are looking
for way to help, any of the
above groups could help you
get started, or we may be able
to help you find other nonprofits for you to work with.

