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When Measure U was approved
by voters we were very mindful
that many of the issues that we
needed to tackle were going to
take a concerted effort between
residents and public safety. One
thing that we have struggled
with in Hemet over the last
decade is our reputation and
the way people perceive our
city. A very small portion of
this is outside of our control. Much of it is caused by all
of us making comments like
“Well that’s Hemet” or “Only
in Hemet.” I have seen people
post on social media pages photos or videos of terrible things
and even if it did not take place
in our Valley someone will always
post
“Typical
Hemet.” Frankly, I am tired of
people talking badly about
Hemet. I am asking that you, as
a resident help change the narrative. Talk about our beautiful
vistas, wildflowers, weather,
awesome activities, our home
town feel, affordable housing,
great schools - focus on the

manner possible. We hope you
will partner with us in this effort. Let’s work together to
change face of Hemet, help us
change the narrative!
Chief C. Rob Webb III
Hemet Police Department

March 2019
positive things. Let’s stop with
the negative rhetoric which has
resulted in a self-fulfilled prophecy. If we focus and telegraph
positive things we will see that
reflected in our reputation
which will help bring in new
businesses and families looking
for a great place to grow. Having a positive outlook and reputation is going to be critical to
the level of success we see in
the future of Hemet. We are
committed to providing police
services in the most positive



16,123 Calls into dispatch
center



6,693 Calls for Service



921 Police Reports Taken



238 Arrests Made



4:36 Minute Response
Time to Emergency Calls



15:56 Minute Response
time to Non-Emergency
Calls

Homeward Bound: Central County United Way Helps Unite Man With Family
Early in April 2019, the ROCS
Team was able to team up
again with our partners at the
Central County United Way to
help a person return to his
family in Ohio!
Brian L. from Dayton Ohio
came into the lobby of the
Hemet Police Department
because he had been living on
the streets of Hemet. Brian
came to California a few weeks

earlier with a friend and had
become stranded. To make
matters worse, Brian had been
‘mugged’ in another city and no
longer even had identification.
Brian was desperate for help
and just wanted to get home.
Working with our partners at
the Central County United
Way, we were able to confirm
that Brian actually had family in

Ohio, and that they were willing to have him come home.
Once the ROCS Team was
able to confirm that Brian had
family waiting for him, the United Way was able to secure bus
transportation to Ohio. They
were even able to give him a
small amount of money so he
could get a fresh meal. The
very next day, Brian was happily back on his way home.
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Did you
download
the HPD
app yet?
It’s FREE!

Search for Hemet
Police Department at
Apple App Store
Or
Google Play

Please report graffiti
so it can be removed.
The graffiti removal
hotline is 951-7652309

Hemet Police Operations Bureau
Recruitment Update
Measure U’s backbone provides the resources for us to
recruit, hire, train, and deploy
additional police officers in the
patrol bureau. As we continue
to add more and more sworn
police officers and non-sworn
community service officers, we
wanted provide an update regarding some of our latest
hires.
Community Services Officer Christopher Maker
was recruited and hired under
Measure U in late January and
is finishing his training this
month. CSO Maker will join
our other outstanding CSO’s
early next month and will be
assigned to a patrol team
schedule. Hemet PD CSO’s
handle non-emergency calls
that do not require a sworn
police officer and they are
worth their weight in gold.
With CSO’s handling non-

emergency calls and traffic
collisions, our sworn officers
can concentrate on more proactive, emergency, and critical
issues. The CSO’s also handle
the vast majority of our prisoner transports to Riverside
County Jails so as not to require an officer to leave the
city for extended periods of
time.

Police Officer Cheyne Nicot was also hired in late January and started his Field Officer
Training with Hemet PD shortly thereafter. After being an
officer in the state of Arizona,
Officer Nicot has naturally
taken to the City of Hemet and
is finalizing his training in our
traffic bureau at this time. He

will soon be assigned his own
beat and will be handling your
calls for service in the next
couple weeks.
Police Officers Jose Vera
and Manuel Hurtado are mid
-way through their Field Officer
Training programs and are
adapting well to Hemet. They
are both experienced police
officers initially from the Blythe
Police Department and have
both hit the ground running.
We are proud to have them
both with us and have already
benefitted from Blythe PD’s
loss.
As always, should you see
these or any of our officers out
there, feel free to wave and say
hello. If they are not immediately busy with something, they
will always take a moment or
two to say hi and catch up with
you!

HPD HVU…
(Hemet Police Department Historic Vehicle Unit)
Did you know that the City of
Hemet Police Department
recently began fielding its 1954
Ford Mainline at local car
shows? This vehicle has been
featured in Ford’s 2019 Police
Vehicle calendar and our very
own Captain Brock and Lieutenant Dickson have been seen
with it at car shows around the
valley.
The department has realized
tremendous value in the vehicle
as an “ice breaker” at these
kinds of events. It helps car
enthusiasts feel more comfortable in striking up casual conversation with our officers,
which really helps us to build
relationships with people who
may not normally seek out

conversation with the police.
Although this car was not originally put into service by the
Hemet Police Department it is
now an official police car and
has responded to calls for service and critical incidents
throughout our valley. We
firmly believe that these kind of
positive contacts and relationships will pay dividends by helping people feel more comfortable in talking to the police.
One never knows when someone we talked with last week,
may have a critical piece of
information in the future, or
may need to feel comfortable
coming forward as a victim or
witness.
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Gang Task Force Compliance
Sweep Nets 37 Arrests
The Hemet San Jacinto Valley
Gang Task Force (Riverside
County Gang Task Force Region 3) is a multi-agency unit.
The unit is comprised of
Hemet PD Sgt. Nishida, Hemet
PD Det. Troncale, Riverside
County Probation Officer K.
Hernandez, California Highway
Patrol Officer K. Phillips, and
U.S. Border Patrol Agent J.
Austin.
On April 11th, the Hemet San
Jacinto Valley Gang Task Force
hosted an enforcement operation that brought about 70
additional law enforcement
personnel to the valley. Hemet
Police personnel to include
members from the Crime Suppression Unit, Detective Bu-

reau, ROCS, and Patrol assisted in the operation. The mission was to conduct saturation
patrols in gang areas, attempt
warrants services, and conduct
probation / parole compliance
checks throughout the Hemet
San Jacinto Valley. The operation consisted of 52 compliance
checks on those individuals on
parole / probation / post release community supervision /
mandatory supervision. The
operation resulted in 37 arrests
and the recovery of 3 semiautomatic handguns, an assault
rifle, numerous rounds of ammunition, an occupied stolen
vehicle, about 10 grams of
methamphetamine, and drug
and gang paraphernalia.

Hemet Police Employees Honored on
April 18th
On Thursday April 18th, employees from the Hemet Police Department were honored at two separate regional
awards ceremonies. Dispatchers Shayla Dana-Urbaniak,
Michelle Padilla, Lola Sananikone, and Lacey Crouch were
recognized by the California
Public Safety Radio Association
for their role in a critical incident November 2018. These
Dispatchers were able to coordinate the response of multiple officers and resources
from various agencies during
an officer involved shooting.
Cpl. Art Paez received an
award for Valor from the Riverside County Law Enforce-

ment Appreciation Committee. Cpl. Paez was involved
in a vehicle pursuit of an
armed subject related to a
prior shooting. During the
pursuit, this subject fired at
Cpl. Paez and his Partner
Sgt. Mouat multiple times.
Lastly, Officer Andrew Reynoso and his K9 partner
Duke were recognized by
the Riverside County Law
Enforcement Appreciation
Committee for their involvement in a burglary where K9
Duke was run over by a
fleeing suspect. After being
run over by a vehicle, K9
Duke was able to get up and
apprehend the bad guy!

Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design With R.O.C.S.
To assist our ROCS officers
with their primary mission of
combating blight in our City,
they have been trained in
‘Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design’ or
CPTED. These officers are
able to meet with property
owners to provide them with
suggestions of how they can
help make their property less
attractive to transients and
more attractive to potential
businesses.
Earlier this month, the ROCS
Team worked with the property owners of a vacant field
in the 1300 block of W. Acacia Ave. They provided the

owner with written recommendations of suggested improvements, as well as photographs to illustrate exactly
what they were talking about.
The property owners wasted
no time in getting started and
have already made a massive
improvement to the area.
Future plans will include proactive steps to further harden
the area against trespassers,
such as fencing repair and
proper signage. We believe
that the property owner will
ultimately be rewarded with a
more valuable piece of property and that the surrounding
businesses will benefit as well.

THANK YOU HEMET!
The City of Hemet (YOU) was recognized as
Humanitarian of the Year from Life
Stream Blood Bank. Residents of our Valley
have donated more than 12,000 pints of
blood.
Give Hope | Give Life | Give Blood
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Excellence in Service, more than just our motto

47th Basic Volunteer Academy Begins

450 E. Latham Ave.
Hemet, CA 92543
Phone: 951-765-2400

Serving our residents since 1910

We’re on the web
www.hemetpolice.com

The Hemet Police Department
just entered week two of the
47th Basic Volunteer Academy
this week. The Volunteer Academy is a training program wherein
volunteers attend 3 hour classroom instruction once a week
over the course of six weeks.
From there, volunteers are assigned to veteran volunteers for
further training and can choose
from several assignments catered
to their availability and abilities.
Hemet Police Department currently has over 80 volunteers
who can be seen assisting citizens
at Hemet Police Department’s
three stations, speaking to civic
groups, patrolling neighborhoods,
shopping centers & parks, starting Neighborhood Watch programs, performing traffic control
at collisions and during natural

disasters, babysitting lost children, and helping Alzheimer’s
patients. Our volunteers have
become staples at such events as
The Ramona Play, Hemet’s Annual Christmas Parade, Harvest
Festival, Veterans Day Celebration, Tinsel Triathlon, and much,
much more.
The program was started in
1993 under then-police Chief
Milton Evanson and Sergeant
Charles Steadman (ret). Some
of those original graduates still
volunteer to this date.
The Hemet City Council, as well
as Police Department Employees, have long recognized our
volunteers for their endless dedication to the community. If you
would like information on be-

coming a Hemet Police Department Volunteer, please call Sergeant Derek Maddox at 951 7652406. Applicants may also e-mail
dmaddox@cityofhemet.org or
simply stop by any of the four
stations:
Hemet Valley Mall Station:
2200 W. Florida Avenue, Suite
110, Hemet. 951 652-0924
East Station: 1985 E. Florida
Avenue, Hemet. 951 765-2415
West Station: 3663 W. Florida
Avenue, Hemet. 951 766-7463
Main Station (24 Hours): 450
E. Latham Avenue, Hemet. 951
765-2400 (911 for Emergencies)
Applications can also be found on
-line at www.hemetpolice.org
and then clicking “Volunteer
Program.”

If 88 MPH Takes you “Back to the Future”, Where do you go at 107?
The Hemet Police Department
has a five member traffic team
consisting of two motorcycle
officers, two civilian traffic
investigators, and one traffic
sergeant. The team’s overall
goal is to reduce traffic collisions in Hemet through a combination of enforcement and
education.
Motorcycle officers work 10
hour shifts and spend their day
enforcing traffic laws, investigating traffic collisions, making
arrests, and stopping pedestrians who refuse use a crosswalk.
Officers choose an area of enforcement based on collision
data and input from citizens.
The Officers prioritize areas
where collisions have occurred
or are likely to occur, and areas
where enforcement and/or education will likely reduce the
occurrence of traffic collisions.
Motorcycle officers often give
warnings instead of writing a
citation in situations where they
feel educating the driver about
the law will have the desired
effect.
On Wednesday, April 3rd,
2019, Motorcycle Officer Derick Spoelstra was monitoring

traffic for speed violations on
Domenigoni Parkway, near
Searl Parkway. This roadway is
a major artery into Hemet, and
unfortunately, has been the site
of some serious traffic collisions. The posted speed limit on
Domenigoni Parkway is 65
miles per hour; which is the
maximum speed allowable on a
four lane roadway according to
California’s basic speed law.
Officer Spoelstra was using a
laser device known as a LiDAR, which has the capability
of accurately measuring a vehicle’s speed using a laser beam.
The LiDAR also emits what is
called a Doppler tone - a continuous, audible beeping sound.
The higher the speed, the higher
the pitch of the Doppler tone.
When Officer Spoelstra observed a driver traveling east on
Domenigoni Parkway, he almost could not believe his eyes,
or his ears, when he heard the
high pitch of the Doppler tone.
The officer trained his laser
beam on the vehicle and discovered the driver was traveling at
107 miles per hour!
When Officer Spoelstra stopped
the driver, the man was friendly

and apologetic. He said he was
late for work, and admitted to
speeding. Officer Spoelstra
decided to issue the man a citation and they parted ways.
It is difficult to imagine the
amount of damage, injury, and
likely death a traffic collision at
that speed could have caused.
At those speeds, it would take
the vehicle over 700 feet (more
than two football fields) to
come to a stop.

Officer Spoelstra’s LiDAR showing
“107” for vehicle speed

